
Cave of Gold
traditional Scottish bagpipe melody

setting by Ed Roseman
9/01

Conductor’s Notes
The synthesizer in the first measure should fade in from silence. This could take as long as ten seconds 
or more. I'd suggest putting a weight on the keys, rather than having someone hold them down for the 
entire song. Any drone-like sound (bagpipe, organ, electronic pad sound) will suffice. The synth can be 
started by the director, or by a percussion player, who can then move to his or her percussion instrument.

The entire A1 section could optionally be treated as soli, if you have one or more particularly strong 
flute, clarinet, and alto and tenor sax players who can play expressively. If you choose to do this, the first 
half of the A1 section could be played rubato, considerably slower than 120 bpm. Tempo could become 
steady at bar 10.

Included is an optional “Clarinet 1+” part which crosses the break. The other parts do not cross the 
break. Clarinet 1+ plays with Clarinet 1 except for when three parts are shown.

Program Notes
This somber, haunting, powerful melody will mesmerize your players and audience.
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