
Conductor’s Notes
In the drumming of Ghana, West Africa, supporting players repeat short grooves under a master drummer’s melody, until the 
master drummer gives a cue to move to another pattern. In this piece, the melodies are in the wind instruments, and percussion 
sections notated with repeats can repeat (once or many times) until the director cues the band to continue.

In trying to come up with playable original, but African sounding, melodies, I was struck by how small the world has become, 
musically. It’s interesting to note how much playing these melodies on band instruments, as opposed to singing them in an 
African style, changes their character.

Included is an optional “Clarinet 1+” part which crosses the break. The other parts do not cross the break. Clarinet 1+ plays 
with Clarinet 1 except for when three parts are shown.

Percussion Notes
Five to six percussionists are called for. (Four will do in a pinch.) Snare (snares off throughout), high tom, and middle and low 
toms (one player each, playing the same part), claves, and cowbell. Timpani and bells are omitted. These players can play 
cowbell or claves parts. If necessary due to lack of players, omit, in the following order middle tom, high tom, and cowbell or 
claves.

Drummers should use the butt end of the sticks throughout. Special attention should be paid to the sticking patterns.

Of the drum parts, the snare and high tom are the more challenging, being a bit more varied than the lower parts.

“Dead-sticking” (where the stick remains on the head, rather than rebounding) is vital to the drumming of Ghana. Further, and 
very importantly, dead-sticked notes should be played very softly, almost as place-holders, gently touching the drum head as 
much as hitting it. They should be therefore be played gently, at a p dynamic, regardless of the written dynamic of the regular 
notes. This is vital to the underlying rhythm being clearly heard. The dead-sticked notes provide a subtle pulse to the music. In 
this piece, dead-sticked notes are notated with “x” noteheads. 

If any non-concert band drums, including congas, are available, I'd encourage their use. All the notes above regarding 
dead-sticking apply equally to hand-drumming.

The claves and cowbell parts vary very little throughout the piece. If necessary, emphasize to the players that these parts are 
still very important in providing a pulse and contributing to the texture. Also, it is common in a lot of drumming music for 
certain parts to repeat just one short rhythm for the duration of the piece.

Program Notes
I became aware of, and then transfixed by, Ghanaian drumming while at Wesleyan University, where I subsequently studied it. 
“All One Tribe” is this influence, distilled through my ears for concert band. The piece prominently features the percussion 
section, which emulates a traditional drumming ensemble, rather than a concert band percussion instrumentation. Typical of 
traditional African music, there is a lot of call and response among the instruments, both melodically and rhythmically.

Pre-sales Notes
This piece affords young players exposure to African music in an easily played, fun, and different piece. Your drummers will 
be especially challenged. The rest of the band uses the “safety in numbers” theory; the homophonic writing provides security 
during the harder rhythms. 

All One Tribe
an African-influenced piece for concert band

by Ed Roseman
10/1/01
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